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Next three  months at the Synagogue   
 

June  200 8 
Friday 6

th
: 8pm services, celebrate Shavuot (Rabbi 

here) 

Saturday 7
th
: 10am Torah Study 

Sunday 8
th
: 10:30am board meeting 

Sunday 8
th
: noon Congregational/school picnic 

Monday 9
th
: Shavuot 

Friday 20
th
: 8pm services 

Friday 27
th
: 8pm services 

 

July  200 8 
Friday 4

th
: Independence Day 

Friday 4
th
: 8pm services 

Friday 11
th
: 8pm services 

Sunday 13
th
: 10:30am board meeting 

Friday 18
th
: 8pm services 

Friday 25
th
: 8pm services 

 

August  200 8 
Friday 1

st
: 8pm services 

Friday 8
th
: 8pm services 

Sunday 10
th
: Tishôa BôAv 

Sunday 10
th
: 10:30am board meeting 

Friday 15
th
: 8pm services 

Friday 22
nd

: 8pm services 

Friday 29
th
: 8pm services 

 

Upcoming High Holidays  
Erev Rosh Hashonah: 29 September 

Rosh Hashonah 5869: 30 September 

Rosh hashonah II: 1 October 

Erev Yom Kippur: 8 October 

Yom Kippur: 9 October  

 
 

The deadline for receipt of information for the 

July/August 2008 newsletter is July 18
th

.  If you 

want to be sure your news is included in the summer 

newsletter, please ensure I receive it by that date. 

   Call me at home and leave a message, or email 

csinewsletter ñatò sonsofisraelchambersburg.org. 

If you donôt receive an email acknowledgement 

within a few days, please assume the email wasnôt 

received and try again. 

   thanks, emily beaton 

June  Special Events  

 

Shavuot  family service  
Friday 6 th  at 8pm  
Come celebrate Shavuot a little early.  Contact the 

rabbi for further information. 

 
Congregational picnic  

Sunday 8 th  at 12 noon  
Annual barbecue at the Rabbiôs residence. Contact 

Jake Wauls or Lynne Newman for further 

information. 

 

 
 

Torah Study /A Taste of Judaism  
 

Saturday 7 th  at 10am : Parashat Naso  
ñThe Dedication of the MishkanðChanukah in 

June?ò 
 

 
 

 
 

Annual Community Holocaust Memo rial 
Service was held Sunday 4 May 2008  
   Close to 100 people from the community came to 

the Holocaust Memorial service held at our 

synagogue.  Rabbi Sharon conducted the service, 

arranged in coordination with Dr. Steve Schwartz 

and community ministers.  The service was spoken 

of glowingly by attendees.  Congregants who 

participated as readers were Diane Arch, Lynne 

Newman, Steve Schwartz, Elaine Spencer, and 

Cheryl Wauls.  Candle-lighters were Emily Beaton, 

Barbara Eshelman, Jan and Sara Leonard, and 

Rhonda McFarland.  Greeter/ushers were Jake 

Wauls and John Newman.  David Wenerdôs Boy 

Scout Troop 127 Brass Ensemble performed prelude 

and postlude.  Tzedakah was collected for MAZON 

and Chambersburgôs Emergency Need Clearing 

House.   The oneg was prepared by Laura Burns and 

her team of Belle Gartenberg, Rhonda McFarland, 

Lynne Newman, Michelle Shapiro, Rebecca Snyder, 

Elaine Spencer, and Cheryl Wauls.  Flowers were 

provided by Elaine Spencer. 
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 Message  from the Rabbi  

 

The seasons ebb and flow... from the sadness of 

Yom HaShoah to the joys of Yom Ha-Atzma-ut and 

the celebration of Israelôs 60
th
 birthday, the Jewish 

holidays have us up and down as if we were on an 

emotional roller coaster. We havenôt reached the 

very tip-topðthe highest peak yetðthat will come 

in June as we celebrate Shavuot, zman mattan 

Torateinu, the time of the giving of our Torah at 

Sinai. Undoubtedly this is the apex. 

The Torah is our most precious and sacred 

possession. There is a midrash from Exodus Rabbah 

(29:9) that says, ñWhen God gave us the Torah, no 

bird twittered, no fowl flew, no ox lowed, the 

ophanim did not flutter a wing, the seraphim did not 

say, óHoly, Holy, Holy,ô the sea did not roar, no 

creature made a sound, the whole earth was hushed 

into breathless silence. The voice went forth, óI am 

Adonai, your God.ô When God spoke on Mount 

Sinai, the whole world became silent so that all the 

creatures might know that there is none beside 

God.ò That must have been an awesome moment. 

During Passover, we are required to act as if we 

personally went forth from Egypt. So too, on 

Shavuot we need to feel as if we personally received 

the Torah at Mount Sinai. 

I hope you will join us Friday evening, June 6 to 

spiritually experience the receiving of Torah as we 

bring Shavuot in a little early. I will be chanting the 

Ten Commandments from the Torah with the 

special ñelyonò trope. Our religious school students 

will recite the Ten Commandments in English, and 

will show off their own hand-made Torahs that they 

have lovingly worked on this school year.  

I will only be here one weekend in June; 

however it is an action-packed weekend. Sunday, 

June 8 is our annual barbecue at the house. The 

festivities begin at noon. 

I will be in New York for the rest of the summer, 

but may sneak away and come down for a surprise 

visit. It is not too early to start thinking about the 

High Holidays in the fall. I would love to have 

greater participation from the congregation in our 

services. If you would like to do an English (or 

Hebrew) reading, please drop me an e-mail. If you 

are asked to help take part in our services, please say 

yes! Since I will not physically be in Chambersburg 

during this time, should you have any issues that 

come up, please feel free to contact me. The best 

way is by e-mail, at rabbi ñatò 

sonsofisraelchambersburg.org. I can always be 

reached on my cell. 

Shalom uôvracha, Sharon Ballan 

 

Message from the President  
 

This monthôs message is the transcript of Steveôs 

ñState of the Congregation 2008ò presentation at 

the Annual Meeting: 

Tonight I am encouraged to be able to say, based 

upon the accumulated feedback Iôve received from 

the membership during these past two years, that 

there is a growing optimism concerning the future of 

Congregation Sons of Israel. 

The outgoing board has worked very well 

together these past two years, with the diligence and 

good old fashioned common sense required to 

address and successfully carry out the business of 

our synagogue.   

Rabbi Sharon has gone well beyond the 

proverbial extra mile to establish a user friendly 

spiritual and religious framework on which to attract 

new members and strengthen among current 

members the desire to support and participate in the 

wealth of activities that take place here. 

Yet all this optimism is tempered by the critical 

financial challenges yet to be completely addressed 

that threaten our future economic well being.  The 

incoming board will be well advised to make this its 

number one priority. Weôll need the help of those of 

you, within our membership, with the knowledge 

and know how to assist the board in articulating a 

strategic plan to bring about a more stable economic 

foundation.  The new board will have tough 

decisions to make in order to reach a consensus on 

how best to accomplish this task. 

Over the years, CSI has been blessed by the 

unwavering financial support provided by very 

special members living here and far away who, 

during our time of acute financial need, have 

stepped forward as benefactors to ease us out of 

financial distress, as was recently the case when the 

boiler permanently malfunctioned, requiring the 

installation of a completely new heating system. 

Indeed, our strength as a congregation from its 

inception has been our ability to adapt to the 
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changing demands of contemporary society.  By 

working together wherever we go CSI will continue 

to prosper as a Jewish institution by continuing to 

engage and interact with the greater community 

around us.  When we share our gift of Torah with 

others outside of these synagogue walls we 

strengthen our position within that community and 

by so doing we help make the place we call home a 

better place in which to live for everyone. 

In closing, itôs been an on-the-job training 

experience for me serving as president of CSI.  I am 

grateful for the support and patience extended to me 

by our rabbi and every board member.  Words of 

encouragement that have found their way to me 

from the membership are especially noted and 

appreciated.     

Thank you and good night. 

Dr. Steven Schwartz 

 
 

Synagogue News  

 

Rabbi around town in May  
   Rabbi Sharon keeps busy for us even though she is 

part time. In May, in addition to her synagogue 

responsibilities, she: 

 Attended the Pennsylvania Society of Chaplains 

Seminar on May 2. 

 Visited with patients during her weekly 

internship in the Chambersburg Hospital 

Chaplaincy department. 

 Conducted the Annual Chambersburg Holocaust 

Memorial Service, May 4. 

 
Buildings maintenance news  
Jake Wauls sent this information.  Notice the request 

for a yard clean-up person for the Rabbiôs house: 

 
[1] Custom Cleaning cleaned and buffed the floors. 
[2] Graeme Beaton and I, along with Jessica Newman's 
fiancé Johan Doubell and my nephew Tony Esquivia, put 
8 inches of insulation in the attic at the synagogue. 
[3] Diffenderfers will start the third stage of the heating 
and cooling project in the Rabbi's study, probably in 
June. 
[4] I am looking for someone to clean up the yard and 
gutters twice a year at the Rabbi's house. If anybody 
knows of someone who does this kind of work please 
give me a call at home.  

 

Annual Dinner and Meeting  
After a multi-course dinner, the business meeting 

was short and sweet: the 2008 budget was accepted 

(expected synagogue and rabbinical residence 

expenses of $75,430 and $6,970 respectively; 

expected income of $32,000; the rest to come from 

monies redeemed from investments) and a new slate 

of board members were elected (see back page).  

After the entertainment, the raffle offering donated 

by Andy Gartenberg was won by Trish Donat. 

 
Itôs hard to see the rabbi as she gives her invocation, 

but you can see how the tables and the room were 

decorated by Cheryl and Jake Wauls, in honor of 

Israelôs 60
th
 anniversary. 

 

Thank you, party committee  
A dinner like our Annual Dinner doesnôt happen 

with the wave of a wand.  This yearôs dinner was 

produced by the following committee, led by head 

chef Lynne Newman: Laura Burns, Belle 

Gartenberg, Jan Leonard, Elaine Spencer, and 

Cheryl Wauls.  Special assistants were John 

Newman, Guy Patterson, Jonathan and Dr. Steve 

Schwartz, and Jake Wauls.  Dr. Roy Himelfarb was 

the Master of Ceremonies, Rabbi Sharon baked cake 

and mandel bread for dessert (along with Belleôs 

date bars) and Emily Beaton arranged the 

entertainment. 

 
New Board member  
Dr. Jeff Donat was the new member of the slate 

elected to the Board of Trustees at the Annual 

Meeting. Jeff and his wife Trish have been active 

participants in our congregation since they moved to 

Chambersburg.  Welcome, Jeff! 
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Capital Dixieland Band  entertained us  
In addition to almost an hour of Dixieland music 

and jokes (one at Royôs expense, who suffered 

graciously), this fabulous band even played Hava 

Nagila at Belle Gartenbergôs request.  They are 

really fun to listen to; they will be playing at these 

other venues this summer, so you have more 

chances to hear them: 
 Friday night, June 20 ð Gettysburg Brass Band 

Festival ð 8:00 P.M. At the Gettysburg Train 

Station  

 Saturday morning, July 19 ð Old Market Days ð 
9:00 A.M.  At the Chambersburg Square  

 Hagerstown Municipal Band Summ er Concert 
Series ð 7:30 P.M. Sunday evenings June 9 

through August 17, in Hagerstown City Park  

 

 
Members of the band, from the left, are Lynn Lerew 

(trombone), our own Jan Sulcove (trumpet), Bob 

Steinor (clarinet), and Tim Gotwald (saxophone); 

behind them are Bill Wilson (tuba) and Sam Hepfer 

(drums). 

 
Gift Shop has sale items  
The gift shop, fully refurbished by Hal Mazie, will 

be open during the summer on special request. Call 

Hal if you want something.  For health reasons, Hal 

needs volunteers to help with the shop. He will 

oversee it and order merchandise, and will look into 

ordering in combination with other area Synagogue 

gift shops.  Please call Hal if you are interested in 

helping. 

More Pictures from the Annual Dinner  

 
Close-up of the head table, with Dr. Roy Himelfarb 

checking over his remarks, Walt Costanza, and 

Rabbi Sharon. Cheryl Wauls made the tables look 

like the Israeli flag. 

     
Roy Himelfarb presiding, Steve Schwartz reading 

his Presidentôs remarks (see his message above), and 

Elaine Spencer presenting the treasurerôs report. 

 

�7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�¶�V���7�D�O�O�\ 
The heating system is being installed in stages and 

Diffenderfer has billed as they have progressed.  The first 
bill was paid by withdrawing from investments.  The 
second large bill was paid from the generous donations 
made by Debbie and Roy Himelfarb and Barrett and Barb 
Silver.  Ann K. Silver Katz has also made a donation and 
a donation pledge has been made by Michele and Jerry 
Silver.  Thank you for your support, concern, and 
generosity. 

 Two more donations have been received in memory 
of Brunhilde Constanza, mother of Walter:  Belle 
Gartenberg and Rebecca, Darryl, Elijah, and Ari Snyder 
made the contributions.  Laura Burns bought new dish 
towels for the kitchen.  We will make good use of that 
gift.   

 The dinnerless dinner has received more money.  
The total for this effort by Mrs. Gartenberg has now 
reached $2010.  It has been the most successful fund 
raiser of 2008.  Way to go "Mrs. G."! 

We need your continued support both in attendance 
and with donations.  The newsletter keeps you informed 
of our needs.  Thank you for your past, present, and 
future help. 

Elaine Spencer 


