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Photos provided by Emily Beaton 
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����� Thirty people came out for dinner and a game of 
Purim Clue Saturday, March 14.  Five teams, working 
with live game pieces, worked hard to figure out who 
killed Hamen.  The game board was laid out on the 
floor of the social hall.      
     Thanks go out to John and Lynne Newman and 
Cheryl and Jake Wauls. Also a thank you goes 
to Jessica Newman who was our game coordinator.  
     Some people came in costume and everyone had a 
really good time.   
     The king's team won.  Other teams were Mordecai, 
Esther, Vashti and Ladies-in Waiting. 
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Photo courtesy Public Opinion 

�
     The Annual Holocaust Memorial Service was      
co-sponsored by the United Churches of the 
Chambersburg Area, the Evangelical Fellowship of 
Cumberland Valley, the Chambersburg Area 
Ministerium, and the Chambersburg Area Ministerial 
Alliance. 
     A special thank you to David L. Wenerd who 
provided musical direction and Rev.  John Dromazos, 
Rev.  William Harter, and Rev.  Paul Yeun for their 
organizational support. 
     Refreshments were graciously supplied by the 
members of CSI and the UCC. 
�
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"What is the meaning of Shabbat Shalom?" 
     We say it to each other every Friday evening--
Shabbat Shalom! Sabbath Peace! But how can we 
attain "Shabbat Shalom" in the 20th century? We are in 
an age of such technological advances--of cell phones, 
iPods, computers, the Internet, and pagers.  These days 
we are expected to be 'wired' 24/7.   
Many of us can be and are 'plugged in' and on-call 24 
hours a day.  What happened to the Jewish invention of 
Shabbat--a day of rest?  Can we ever be at peace when 
we are so dependent on and tied to our technological 
gadgets?  By inventing new ways to communicate with 
each other and to work at any time or in any place, 
have we become enlightened or enslaved?  This is not a 
new phenomenon--trying to balance the observance of 
Shabbat in the modern world.  More than 50 years ago, 
Abraham Joshua Heschel wrote: 
      
     Technical civilization is man's conquest of 
     Space.  It is a triumph frequently achieved by 
sacrificing an essential ingredient of existence, namely, 
time.  In technical civilization, we expend time to gain 
space.  To enhance our power in the world of space is 
our main objective.  Yet to have more does not mean to 
be more.  The power we attain in the world of space 
terminates abruptly at the borderline of time.   
But time is the heart of existence. 
 
Shabbat then, is a celebration of time.  As with all our 
holidays, they fall at specific times, whether we are 
ready to observe them or not.  Many of us find it 
difficult to set aside one entire day for being 
unproductive--to just "be."  I am not asking everyone to 
go completely cold- turkey and to sit at home doing 
nothing for 24 or so hours of Shabbat.  That is not the 
essence of Shabbat.  Shabbat is a time to be refreshed, 
a time to experience joy, a time to be savored.  I am 
asking you to think about what gives you peace, 
enjoyment, and contentment and to slowly incorporate 
those values into your Shabbat observance.  Begin by 

taking some time to sit down to a family dinner, to visit 
with friends, or to go for a long walk.  Come join your 
fellow Jews Friday evenings at synagogue.  Come 
spend Saturday mornings studying Torah with me.  The 
important thing is to begin.  There is a meditation 
found in the Gates of Prayer siddur that sums up the 
meaning of Shabbat for me: 
     
      "…We close the door upon the hectic joys and 
fears, the accomplishments and anguish of the week we 
have left behind. 
     What was but moments ago the substance of our life 
has become memory; what we did must now be woven 
into what we are. 
     On this day we shall not do, but be. 
     We are to walk the path of our humanity, no longer 
ride unseeing through a world we do not touch and 
only vaguely sense. 
     No longer can we tear the world apart to make our 
fire. 
     On this day, heat and warmth and light must come 
from deep within ourselves." 

                               
Shalom u'vracha, Sharon Ballan 
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     Indeed, inspired by Rabbi Sharon's May 2006 
message, Shabbat for me is any time I choose to make 
it.   
     Among the most joyous times spent is with my son, 
Jonathan, when we take long walks, just the two of us.  
Last week on my way home from the office I made an 
impromptu visit to the home of my friend Charlie who 
is convalescing from a serious illness. He was very 
thankful for my surprise appearance. When it came 
time for me to go, we stood up, faced each other, and 
hugged. What a peaceful and refreshing moment for us 
both.  For Shabbat on May 1st, my wife, June and son, 
Jonathan, and brother, Ron went out for a family meal 
to celebrate my 58th birthday.  It was a moment for me 
to savor both literally and figuratively. 
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����� No I wasn't at synagogue that Friday to greet the 
Sabbath Bride.  But I experienced the essence of what 
Shabbat means to me.     
     I look forward to joining my fellow Jews again on a 
Friday evening at synagogue real soon, especially 
when we honor our rabbi's ordination later this month. 
      Please do your best to be there.  Thanks!! 
 

Dr. Steve Schwartz 
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�We have been the recipient of several nice 
donations since our last newsletter.  Barb and Barrett 
Silver gave in honor of the April birthdays.  Frieda 
Schuler made a memorial donation in honor of her 
beloved husband Kurt.  We received a thank you card 
and donation from Marion First United Methodist 
Church.  Peter Moller Daniels gave a donation in 
memory of Kurt Schuler.  Kathryn and Larry Fisher 
made a memorial donation in honor of Char Bender.  
Thank you all so very much. 
      Dues payments have slowed.  We have about half 
the dues revenue collected.  Please consider payment 
now rather than closer to the September 1st deadline.  
Simchagram forms will be sent out via email and snail 
mail during July.  I hope to get forms out to update our 
Yizkor list in June.  Your cooperation and participation 
is greatly appreciated.  Don't forget our special oneg 
for Rabbi Ballan's ordination on May 29th.   
  
Elaine Spencer, treasurer 
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Jessica Newman married Johan Doubell                    
Monday afternoon, April 13th, 2009. 
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     We were very saddened by the death of Kurt 
Schuler, husband of Frieda and father to Bob and 
Kenneth, who passed away Monday, January 19th at 
the Chambersburg Hospital. The funeral took place 
Thursday morning, January 22nd at Sellers Funeral 
home. 
     "Kurt and Frieda were long-time members of CSI.  
One of the last things they did together was to attend 
our Hanukah party.  Life comes full circle as we look 
at Kurt's life and we ask what can be learned from it?  
We learn the most important of life's lessons-that he 
lived a life well-lived.  Kurt, like Abraham, would 
view his life as a blessing, and all of us would agree." 
(Above excerpt from Rabbi Ballan's eulogy) 
     Char Bender passed away Monday, March 16th at 
Manor Care Nursing Home.  The funeral took place at 
Seller's Funeral Home Thursday, March 19th. 
     Several of Char's friends tearfully eulogized her 
memory at the funeral.  As a result, much was learned 
about her life's contribution to our community.  
     We were her family. 
 
&��������������� 
������
����
     We extend our condolences to Walter Costanza for 
the recent passing of his Aunt, Louise Costanza. 
 
����!���	�������	�  extends appreciation for the 
kind expressions of sympathy and donations in 
memory of their beloved husband and father, Kurt. 
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Roberto Desena, winner of this year's scholarship, has 
aspired to be a pharmacist and to get into a good 
challenging university.  Roberto is originally from 
Puerto Rico.  He is fluent in Spanish and English.   
According to Mrs. Heidi Lebitz, CASHS School 
Counselor, he has the work ethics, maturity, and 
intelligence to reach and excel at his dream.   
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HAGERSTOWN — The Hagerstown Police 
Department is treating a swastika that was drawn on 
the exterior of a door at the Congregation B’Nai 
Abraham synagogue on East Baltimore Street as a hate 
crime.   Rabbi Fred Raskind of Congregation B’Nai 
Abraham said he was angered, disappointed and 
saddened when he learned of the vandalism.                       �
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by The Associated Press 
MARTINSBURG, W.Va.  -- A Jewish congregation 
formed in 1912 has officially dissolved, and its assets 
will be donated to the Holocaust Museum in 
Washington, D.C., and other groups.                            
     The remaining members of Beth Jacob 
Congregation sold their Martinsburg synagogue two 
years ago…a judge approved plans to dispose of 
$290,000 in cash and property, after an auction of 
furniture, stained glass and other items.               
     A trustee has proposed Martinsburg parks and 
recreation get $135,000, while four Berkeley County 
libraries would get $20,000 each.                                 
     B-Nai Abraham Synagogue in Hagerstown, Md., 
and Beth El Synagogue in Winchester, Va., would each 
get $30,000.                                                                
     Donations of $5,000 each would go to the 
Holocaust Museum, the Reformed Movement Georgia 
Katz and the Berkeley County Historical Society.    
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Irena’s Vow is set during the German occupation of 
Poland and tells the story of Polish Catholic Irena Get  
Opydke, who was forced to work as a housekeeper for 
a German major.  Courageous Irena risks her own life 
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in order to protect twelve Jewish refugees in this 
amazing new play! You will never forget Irena’s Vow 
but need to get tickets to see this new play soon!�
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Be sure to call Mrs. Gartenberg and let her know you 
are coming and what you will bring to help with the 
food.  Spring is a busy time of year and some of you 
will unfortunately not be able to join us that evening.    
     You can still honor our Rabbi by making a donation 
in the envelope provided with the invitation.              
No money will be handled during Shabbat. 
     Thank you for supporting your synagogue and 
acknowledging our Rabbi's accomplishment. 
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Please contact Elaine Spencer to volunteer to be a 
sponsor.  We need everyone to pitch in. Thanks!! 
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BIRTHDAYS – MAY 
Stewart Dessel                         3 
Rebecca Jablin           13  
Hal Mazie            15  
BIRTHDAYS – JUNE 
Ronnie Bronstein                             14 
Louise Green                                   14 
Rabbi Sharon Ballan           15 
Lynne Bertrand           15 
Jan Sulcove                                      20 
Harold Shapiro                                 29 
ANNIVERSARIES – MAY 
Diane & Jan Sulcove                          1 
Dale & Dr. Jim Wolfson                    3 
Pat & Norman Epstein                     16 
Rebecca & Darrell Snyder           20 
Michele & Harold Shapiro               24 
Laura & Stewart Dessel                    27 
ANNIVERSARIES – JUNE 
Rebecca & Dr. Peter Jablin                9 
Brenda & Rick Bodner                     11 
Rhona & Fred Wolf                          11 
Janice & Keith Leonard                    14 
Nancy & Mike Markowitz                20 
Pat & Steve Greenblatt                      25 
Diane & Dr. John Arch                     28   
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Adopt a new tradition. Please consider giving a donation of 
$5 to CSI to honor the memory of your loved ones on their 
Yarzheit. (And please let us know if we are missing  
any information or have any incorrect information.) 
 
5-3-1935 (30 
Nisan 5695) 

Rev. Morris B. 
Tobey 

Relative of Ellen 
Donley 

5-7-1999 (21 
Iyar 5759) 

Ethel Kaiser Mother of Jan 
Leonard 

5-17-1991 (4 
Sivan 5751) 

I. Howard Kaiser Father of Jan 
Leonard 

5-23-1953 (9 
Sivan 5713) 

Louis D. 
Rudolph 

Relative of Ellen 
Donley 

5-25-1990 (1 
Sivan 5750) 

Max Hersh Husband of 
Eleanor Hersh 
(and father of 
Steve) 

6/16/1952 (23 
Sivan 5712) 

Abraham 
Berman 

Belle 
Gartenberg's 
father 

6/17/1977 (1 
Tamuz 5737) 

Emanuel Epstein relative of  Norm 
Epstein 

6/10/1987 (13 
Sivan 5747) 

Joseph Foster father of Lynne 
Newman 

6/11/2006 (15 
Sivan 5766) 

Morris Schwartz Steve & Ron 
Schwartz’s father 

6/9/1990 (16 
Sivan 5750) 

Suzanne D. 
Morrison 

mother of Steve 
Delamater 

6/4/1965 (4 
Sivan 5725) 

Oscar I. Tobey Great-Uncle of 
Ellen Donley 
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5/15 Friday Services 8pm 
5/21 Thursday Rabbi's Ordination 
          4pm Riverdale, NY 
5/28 Thursday Rabbi here Erev Shavuot 
5/29 Friday Ordination Service 8pm 
5/31 Sunday Board/Annual Business Meeting 
         10:30am @ parsonage 
5/31 Sunday School Barbeque 
         Noon @ parsonage 
6/5   Services 8pm 
6/12 Services 8pm 
6/19 Services 8pm 
6/21 Board Meeting 10:30am 
6/26 Services 8pm 
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30 May 3 Last day Religious 

school 
Family Program 
Yom HaAtzmaut 
Israel 
Independence 
Day 

 May 
31 

End of Year 
Barbecue 12 p 
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For rabbinical support for life-cycle events such as weddings 
and funerals, contact Sharon Ballan. When she is in New 
York, call 516-887-1103 or if not time-critical, email 
rabbi@sonsofisraelchambersburg.org.  When Sharon is in 
Chambersburg, her email stays the same, but her residence 
phone is 717-261-1995. If that number is busy, it is probably 
because she is on the computer, try her cell phone at 516-
581-5698. Remember, if you have to arrange a funeral, call 
Sharon first! Use her home phone, or cell phone.  She will 
then make any necessary  
arrangements. 
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Dr. Steve Schwartz, Podiatrist 
WE CATER TO COWARDS 

810 Wayne Av.      500 East Main St. 
Chambersburg                 Waynesboro                    

Homebound?  We make house calls. 
717-267-2892 
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�  if something has happened so 
we can include it in the newsletter. Contact 
Steve Schwartz with your information. 


